
News release for the March/April issue of the 300 Star Letter  
 
 
As the date of the Barrett-Jackson classic car auction in Phoenix, Arizona, neared, I 
jumped at the idea to going where it was warm and sunny and where there were a lot of 
interesting people to see and cars to look at and dream about.   When Bruce Adams and I 
offered to meet in Phoenix with David Edwards, Chairman of the Classic Adelaide Tour, 
he agreed to fly in from Australia to join in the fun.  David Bruce and I met over a 3 day 
period, between sessions at the auction, and are now prepared to give you your personal 
invitation to come down under on November 14 to 29, 2004 and join the rest of us on the 
Classic Adelaide Tour that will be followed by the (optional) Great Southern tour to the 
Island of Tasmania. 
 
This years Classic Adelaide/Great Southern Tour is scheduled for November 14 to 29, 
2004.  To make this offer even more enticing, this invitation comes with free shipping for 
your car to Australia and back to the US after the event via P&O Nedlloyd Shipping, a 
major event sponsor.  The only thing that you need to do is to get your car to one of 8 
ports (New York; Norfolk, VA; Savanna, GA; Vancouver, BC; Seattle, WA; Portland, 
OR; Oakland, CA and Los Angles, CA) by September 20th and they will do the rest. 
 
This year is the 50th anniversary of the introduction of the 300SL/190SL at the New York 
auto show.  The featured models for this years Classic Adelaide are the 300SL/190SL.  
With Mercedes-Benz as a major sponsor of the tour, I’m sure that the Mercedes-Benz 
Classic Center in Fellbach, Germany will be send some interesting 300s and 190s to 
Adelaide to commemorate this milestone and you should come too.  The Mercedes 
Museum has participated in all 7 of the past Classic Adelaide tours and has always sent a 
number of interesting cars to the event. 
 
The core trip is Classic Adelaide, one of the world’s great rallies.  First run in 1997, 
Classic Adelaide has earned an envied international reputation as one of the world’s great 
rallies, combining privileged ‘special stage’ access to some of Australia’s finest driving 
roads with the warm and unique hospitality which has made South Australia and its 
capital famous with motoring enthusiasts.  Sir Stirling Moss, the 2003 feature driver, 
described last years’ event by saying “Susie and I flew across to Australia yet again this 
year to take part in the Classic Adelaide Rally in November.  Adelaide is the only 
‘village’ I know with a million inhabitants, and I mean that in the nicest possible way.  
Everyone is so friendly and welcoming; they really are such a lovely people.  The local 
and state governments get right behind events like the Classic Adelaide with lots of active 
help and encouragement.  They allow the organizers to take over the main square to 
exhibit the cars and this was met with obvious support from the locals.”  
 
The Classic Adelaide Rally begins with a classic car show in Victoria Square in 
downtown Adelaide at 1:00PM on the Sunday November 14th, the kick off event for 
Classic Adelaide week.  This is a very classy event with all of the event dignitaries, 
including you, the mayor and other featured guests to open the week.  The rally is a 5 day 
event that begins on the following Wednesday, November 17th, with Prologue special 



stage on the former GP circuit before driving to the Torrens Parade Ground, down King 
William Street, to Victoria Square. 
 
On Thursday, November18th, the rally begins in front of the Adelaide Hilton, with each 
car passing over the starting ramp between 8:00 and 11:00AM outside the hotel.  Each 
day the cars drive a different course, in a clover leaf type of pattern, returning to the 
Hilton and the Central Market Classic Adelaide Garage (with 24 hour security) each 
night.  This rally covers a total of 1,100KM over the 5 days.  The Classic Adelaide Tour 
also provides enthusiasts with special and restored sporting vehicles the opportunity to 
experience the same closed road Classic Adelaide course, at posted speed limits, traveling 
in small conveys led by experienced drivers.  The tour is designed to ensure consistency 
with Classic Adelaide’s mission to remain one of the world’s great classic rallies.  On 
Friday evening, the famous Friday night Gouger Party is held, when the public meet the 
cars and the crews.  Last year some 27,000 people attended this event. 
 
Over the four days, you will drive 4 different courses that include 35 closed-road special 
stages in the total event distance of 1100KM.  The entire Classic Adelaide Tour is on 
paved roads and ends with a formal banquet in the convention Center on Sunday evening.   
All of this is included in the registration fee of $4,537.00US per couple (depending on the 
exchange rate between the Australian dollar and the US dollar). 
 
 
To make this years’ event (the eighth year for the Classic Adelaide tour) even more 
special, the organizers have added a special optional riverboat cruise.  This event will 
occur between the Sunday, November 14th opening car show and the prolog parade on 
Wednesday afternoon.  You are invited to participate in the Classic Adelaide River 
Venture aboard the MV Murray River Queen for a 2 ½ day excursion where Australia’s 
longest river makes its way through orchards and vineyards to the southern ocean.  We 
leave from Adelaide in our cars for a 2 hour drive to one of the very special corners of 
South Australia, Walkerie, where the cars will be stored in a secure parking area.  We 
then cruise and sleep on an authentic riverboat as it travels Australia’s longest river.  
After parking our cars in Walkerie we board the MV Murray River Queen for the 6 hour 
cruise downstream to Hogwash Bend, the home of Caudo Wines, where we will moor 
overnight.  For your convenience, documentation and briefing for the Classic Tour will 
be carried out on board the MV Murray River Queen during the cruise. 
Following a traditional Aussie bush barbeque on shore Monday night, we return to the 
ship for a good nights rest in our private staterooms.  Tuesday, after breakfast, the return 
voyage takes us upstream, back to Walkerie for dinner at a special venue and a second 
night on the boat.  On Wednesday we are reunited with our cars for a drive, by convoy, 
back to Adelaide via the historic Clare Valley to the Hilton Hotel for an early afternoon 
check in.  The cost for this optional event is $1,400.00 US per couple, all inclusive. 
 
 
 
 



When we add up all of the costs for the Classic Adelaide Tour and the riverboat cruise it 
comes out like this (at current exchange rates): 
 
Airfare      on your own 
Classic Adelaide tour  $4,540.00 US  per couple 
Insurances, rally license $1,600.00 US  approx. 
Hilton Hotel   $   121.00  per night per couple 
River Cruise   $1,400.00 US  per couple all inclusive 
 
The insurance costs are still being negotiated as I write this letter, but they will be 
inclusive of sea transportation and all land based coverage for one month while you are 
with the car in Australia.  There will be a small fee for additional land based insurance if 
you chose to stay longer than one month, with your car, in Australia. 
 
For those of you who would like to continue, Silverstone Events, the rally sponsor in 
Australia, is offering a post rally tour that they call the Great Southern Tour.  The 2004 
Great Southern Tour takes participants to the island state of Tasmania for five days of 
fabulous touring through World Heritage-listed scenery on some of the planets least 
trafficked and most engaging paved roads. 
 
With Silverstone Events taking care of all the details, there’s no pressure and absolutely 
no worries.  All transfers, ferry boat tickets, all meals and accommodations are included 
in the Great Southern tour cost.  And for your comfort and peace of mind, Silverstone 
Events supplies a personal baggage service, traveling mechanical support and a tour 
manager to ensure there’s nothing else to do but enjoy one of motoring’s great 
experiences. 
 
This post rally tour departs Adelaide on Monday, November 22nd, and travels through the 
Coorong National Park, the ‘Limestone Coast’ and the Great Ocean Road, which offers 
breathtaking views of rugged cliffs, sandy coves and dramatic formations such as the 
famous Twelve Apostles, for a total distance of 1,000Km over a 2 day period to 
Melbourne.  On Tuesday evening we set sail on the “Spirit of Tasmania” ferry for a 12 
hour journey, with our cars and personal cabins to relax/sleep in, to the Island of 
Tasmania. 
 
We then tour the Tasmania Island beginning with Cradle Mountain to Strahan in the west 
to Hobart via Queenstown.  We visit historic Port Arthur before driving to the Freycinet 
Peninsular for an overnight.  We drive through the rugged ‘north east’ passes of the 
Tasmanian Highway before departing on the ferry to arrive in Melbourne on Monday 
morning, November 29th where our cars will be stored by P&O Nedlloyd shipping agents 
ready for packing and shipping back to the USA.  All of this, inclusive with hotel and 
meals for a registration fee of $5,280.00 US, is included in the extended tour to Tasmania   
 
Upon arrival on Monday morning we drive our cars to the secured area and are bussed to 
a sumptuous brunch and to the airport for the return flight home.  If you wish to continue 



your stay in Australia, you may keep your car for the balance of your stay, before 
delivering it to one of 4 Australian ports for safe shipping back to the USA. 
 
To recap all of the costs for the Classic Adelaide, the Riverboat Cruise and the Great 
Southern Tour it comes out like this (at current exchange rates): 
 
Airfare      on your own 
Classic Adelaide tour  $4,540.00 US  per couple 
Insurances, rally license $1,600.00 US  approx. 
Hilton Hotel   $   121.00  per night 
River Cruise (optional) $1,400.00 US  per couple all inclusive 
Great Southern Tour (optional)   

$5,280.00 US per couple all inclusive 
There will also be additional cost incurred for meals in Adelaide and for incidentals and 
souvenirs.  
 
Please join us as we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the release of the 300SL/190SL in 
Australia.  This trip is one of the “don’t miss it, once in a life time” trips that deserves 
being at the top of your list of “things to do” in 2004, while the opportunity presents it 
self. 
 
For all the details, to make your reservation and to be kept abreast of who is coming for 
the 2004 Classic Adelaide Tour and the Great Southern Tour to Tasmania, call, write or 
email me: Tom Hamilton, 23 Ridgeview Drive, East Rochester, New York 14445, email 
arm1@rochester.rr.com, or call 585-385-9078.   I have a package that has all of the 
details that I will send you so that you can make an informed decision to join the fun.  
Silverstone Events is asking that we make our reservations by May so that they can 
confirm hotel and restaurant space for the Great Southern Tour as good hotels and 
restaurants are at a premium on this island of 400,0000 people. 
 
Marilyn and I hope that you will join us on this great adventure to down under.  There are 
currently (as of January 25) 5 members of the Gull Wing Group and 6 members of the 
190SL Group who are coming as well as an additional 2cars from other clubs (300 Club 
(Adenauer) and the 113SL Pagoda Group).         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Wednesday, 17 December, 2003 
 
Dear Tom 
 
Please find attached the costing.  The classic Adelaide tour is now in one lump sum with 
the exception of airfare, hotel, meals and incidental expenses.  The continuing tour to 
Tasmania is in one lump sum, all inclusive. 
  
Accommodation, if requested, at Rally Headquarters Hotel which is the Hilton 
International Hotel where we start and finish each day out the front and where the cars 
are stored next door to the hotel upstairs in a secure car park which is accessible by 
escalator next door outside the hotel.  We have obtained special Classic Adelaide room 
rate.  Any other hotels near by would be more expensive than the costing we have 
obtained and would also require a taxi ride and you would not be next to your prized 
motor vehicles. 
 
We also select 4 excellent restaurants which we pre-book prior to the event as they are 
always booked out by the locals if we do not block them out prior to the Rally.  We also 
have costed in common transport such as a private coach so that we all go together. 
 
We like our competitors to arrive into Adelaide by Sunday 14 November and we depart 
Monday 22 on our road trip through the coast to Melbourne and board the ferry for the 
island of Tasmania. 
 
We have now tied down everything as a one cost item 
 
Classic Adelaide being 1 cost and those wishing to drive on to Tasmania as a secondary 
cost.  Everything in Tasmania is inclusive – that is hotels, breakfast, lunch and dinner 
throughout the day.  This also includes State taxes and gratuities. 
 
Hope this is self explanatory.  Please don’t hesitate to call me. 
 
All the best – speak to you soon. 
 

David EdwardsDavid EdwardsDavid EdwardsDavid Edwards 
Chairman, Silverstone Events 
  
Silverstone Events Pty Ltd 
311 Wakefield Street 
ADELAIDE  SA  5000 
Phone: (08) 8227 0666 
Fax: (08) 8227 0611 
Email classicadelaide@silverstoneevents.com 
Web Site www.classicadelaide.com.au  
 


