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Auto Haus of Williamsburg Tech        
Session – Saturday, November 7 
 
Auto Haus has opened a new location in Williamsburg and has invited 
the Virginia Section to an Tech Session on Saturday, November 7th.  We 
will meet at Krispy Kreme (next to Mercedes-Benz of Virginia Beach) 
at 8:30AM and will leave promptly at 8:45AM.  Auto Haus will give us 
a tour of their new restoration and service facility, stuff us full of coffee 
and donuts, and let us put a few cars up on the lift for a good once 
over.  After the tech session, we will be able to explore Colonial Wil-
liamsburg, shop at the outlets, or have lunch with fellow club members 
at one of the great local restaurants.  The point of contact for this event 
is Don LaBar and he can be reached at 757-620-6772. 
 

Winterfest - Sunday, December 6, 2014          
 
We will be having our traditional Winterfest 2015 brunch at the Princess 
Anne Country Club, 3800 Pacific Ave, Virginia Beach. The brunch will 
be on Sunday morning, December 6, 2014.  Festivities will begin at 
10:00 a.m. as the doors open and we will eat after a period of socializa-
tion. The extensive brunch buffet will include a breakfast fare, omelet 
station, fruit and lunch selections and a cash bar.  
 
“Charles Barker Champions for Kids” will be our charity this year. 
Launched in 1994 with the goal of raising one million dollars, the goal 
was achieved through the generous contributions of its sponsors.  To-
day, in its 20th year, its mission is to achieve over three million dollars. 
Your participation will benefit many different youth programs in Hamp-
ton Roads in the areas of counseling for teens, drug and alcohol aware-
ness, educational scholarships, and community mentorship programs. 
 
The cost for this year's event will be $10.00 per person. As usual, the 
section is subsidizing this event and it is hoped that all section members 
will join us for brunch. We will also have the usual mix of door prizes. 
 
 

Continued on Page 4 



*Actual time may vary based on certain external circumstances.

Visit our website where you can shop our new car inventory anytime:
MBVaBeach.com 

Service 757.499.3773 | Parts 757.499.3775

4949 Virginia Beach Boulevard  Virginia Beach, VA 23462

Get routine vehicle service maintenance while you wait, without having to make an appointment.*

Certified Dealer for Sprinter 

Mercedes Customer 
Commitment Program

Mercedes-Benz Premier Express Service – 
While You Wait

•	Loaner	car	while	your	vehicle	is	in		
	 for	service	maintenance	or	repairs
•	Preferential	scheduling	for	service		
	 and	collision	repairs

•	Express	maintenance	for	convenience
•	Car	wash	while	in	for	service
•	24-hour	roadside	assistance
•	Overnight	parts	delivery

Mercedes-Benz Service Specials

Regularly $18995

Now only $16995 with coupon
*Must have coupon. Not valid with any other discounts. Expires June 30, 2015.

Our Service Department 
is open 6 days a week.

Gift certificates available. Call for details.

Monday - Friday: 7:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am to 1:00 pm

15% oFF
Any scheduled maintenance

*Excludes Express Oil Change Service. Must have coupon. 
Not valid with any other discounts.  Expires June 30, 2015. 

Maintenance Special

Complete Detail

Tire Specials
Four Wheel Tire Balancing
(with authorized Mercedes-Benz 

wheel weights)

$1000 oFF
*Excludes Diagnostic Charges. Must have coupon. 

Not valid with any other discounts. Expires June 30, 2015.

Authorized Four 
Wheel Alignment

$2000 oFF
Expires August 31, 2015

Expires August 31, 2015

Expires August 31, 2015
Expires December 31, 2015

Expires December 31, 2015

Expires December 31, 2015
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MBCA Region & National Events     
 

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS - 2014 
 

VIRGINIA SECTION, MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB AMERICA 

Virginia Section Events 
 
 
Nov 7  Auto Haus Williamsburg Tech  
                           Session  
                         Contact: Don LaBar 
 
Dec 6    Winterfest at the Princess Anne 
                         Contact: Don Labar 
 
Dec 13  Adopt-A-Street Clean-Up  
                         Contact: Windsor Brabson  

 

=========================================================================== 

Winterfest Reservation Coupon 
 
Please reserve ______ places for me at $10 per person;           Total __________________. 
 
Make check payable to: Virginia Section MBCA 
 
 
Section member name __________________________________ Phone _______________ 
 
Email address (optional): _____________________________________________________ 
 
Mail to:  Jim Freeh, 633 Centerville Turnpike S, Chesapeake, VA 23322 
 
Coupon should be received by December 2 
 
Questions?  Please call Don LaBar 757-620-6772 or email  dlabar3@verizon.net 
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Since Winterfest serves as our annual membership 
meeting there will be a short business meeting with 
an overview of activities planned for next year. We 
will also welcome any suggestions for other events 
that may be of interest. 
 
So, mark your calendar and send in your reservations 
early! Please mail the Reservation Form on page 3 or 
contact Jim Freeh by December 2 at  
757-482-1401 or by email at jfreeh9999@aol.com.  
 

Adopt-A-Street, Sunday,  
December 13 
 
This will be our final 2015 cleaning up of the portion 
of Virginia Beach Boulevard near the Mercedes-
Benz dealership as part of the Adopt-A-Street Pro-
gram sponsored by the City of Virginia Beach.   
 
Windsor Brabson will lead the clean-up, meeting on 
Sunday, December 13, 2015, at 8:00 a.m. in the 
Charles Barker Mercedes-Benz Front Parking Lot. 
The logistics of the cleanup and the equipment issue 
will be provided at the meeting.   
 
Please contact Windsor L. Brabson at 408-3560 or 
wlbrab@gmail.com with questions or to volunteer 
 

 Driver Days Parade/Driver 
Days/Oktoberfest Saturday, 
October 17 
 
Welcome to an era of Norman Rockwell and beyond. 
 
We had planned to assemble at Virginia Beach Mer-
cedes-Benz, and Pat Evans had offered us coffee. 
Thank you Pat for your offer of hospitality; however, 
we changed our plans at the last minute. 
 
Bob Vann and I met at Glebe Church. Glebe, origi-
nally Bennett’s Creek Church, a historical, colonial 
church and is one of 50 colonial churches still exist-
ing out of 250 which were originally built. The 

church was built in 1738. Originally the entrance was 
in the West of the building, facing Bennett’s Creek 
and the altar was on the East end of the building. The 
outside measurements of the building are 48 feet, 6 
inches by 25 feet, 4 inches and the walls are 20 
inches thick. The church has been altered through the 
years. The church was modernized to its present con-
figuration around 1898. 
 
After the Revolutionary War, the Anglican Church 
was disestablished. An act of the legislature in 1802 
required all glebe lands be sold and the proceeds 
turned over to the poor. The overseers of the poor in 
Suffolk Parish claimed the lands, but the Rev. Jacob 
Keeling, rector of Bennett’s Creek Church, carried a 
case through the courts in 1817 and won an exemp-
tion of the glebe lands of Bennett’s Creek Church. 
He argued that the lands were the gift of a private 
individual and not a grant from the King. These 
lands are still in the possession of the church, and 
from which the church gets its name. Glebe may be 
the only colonial church still in possession of its 
glebe. 
 
We lined up for the parade. We were in between two 
Driver Volunteer Fire Department fire engines. I got 
the better position because Bobby was between me 
and a fire engine who wanted to prove that he could 
honk his horn and turn on his siren for over ½ hour. 
Bobby’s ears were ringing. 
 
After the parade, we parked at the church for free 
and walked back over to Driver to check out the 
22nd Annual Driver Days Fall Festival. a down-
home hospitality of events which as you remember 
started with a wonderful parade that included antique 
show cars, various motorcycles, marching bands, 
various dance studios, and various organizations 
throughout Hampton Roads. Also included in this 
wonderful celebratory weekend was live music, 
fabulous food, crafters, and an antique car show.   
For the next hour & 1/2, we walked around the car 
show. There were over 200 cars! I never have seen 
so many ‘30s hot rods in one place.  
 

 

 
Continued on Page 5 
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We never found Jerry and his car. 

The last part of our journey was an Oktoberfest lunch 
at The Bier Garden in Portsmouth. Did not see Tony, 
but his daughter gave us the royal treatment with 
great beer, food and premium seating on the patio to 
enjoy the pleasant fall weather. Even in my younger 
days, I could not drink all the different beers that they 
offered, and it took me longer to read the beer menu 
than to enjoy that 1st cool one. Is there any German 
food that does not go well with red cabbage and 
spatzle? There were a few of us, Jim & Carla, Jerry & 
Ann, Tom & Alice and Jack. 

Eins, zwei, drei and go home! 

Please remember to support our 
advertisers - they support our club 

and Das Stern Blatt

Adopt-a-Street Report  
October 18 
Who ever said that a community clean-up event could 
not be fun.  The city of Virginia Beach has a commu-
nity clean-up program to help beautify the city and 
Windsor Brabson has volunteered the club to clean 
the portion of Virginian Beach Boulevard in front of 
the Mercedes-Benz dealership.

Four members and three children met on Sunday 
morning at 8:00 for the second cleanup.  Fortified
with Krispy-Cream donuts, wearing the bright orange
vests and wielding pick-up sticks, we took to the 
street to discover the discarded jewels of the urban 
society.  Participants included Windsor & Ramon 
Brabson, Jim Villers and Don LaBar with his daugh-
ters Elise, Emily and Elana. 

By 9:30, we were headed out with the satisfaction 
that we had given a little back to our community.
Join us for our next clean-up next year. 

Mercedes-Benz
& BMW Specialists

MERCEDES-BENZ PARTS
Complete Maintenance Facility

Custom Paint & Body Work
Professional Auto Detailing

Accepts All Insurance Claims
Towing Available

ADVERTISER
RECOGNITION

AWARD

STANDARD
OF

EXCELLENCE

1999

2000 2002 2004 2006

2001 2003 2005 2007
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Driveway Mechanics 
September 12, 2015 

Top Left: Gadi pulling his instrument cluster to repair the 
odometer.  
 
Top Right: Bob Vann showing off his pride after installing a 
set of original European headlights 
 
Bottom left: Roy Wiley and Charles Winstead 
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Driver Days & Octoberfest 

October  17, 2015 
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Rivers Inn Drive-N-Dine May 20 

A week ago Sunday we set all sails to a force six wind 
with my cousin, Martin Pluess, at the tiller and traversed 
the azure Mediterranean from Sardinia to Corsica. To 
steer a trim barque across open waters under taut canvas 
is to experience travel in complete harmony with nature. 
As we bid farewell to the fair shores of Italy and headed 
in the direction of the French bastion at Bonafacio.  

I contemplated the mechanics of this wonderful venture. 
The force of the wind propels while the lubricity of the 
water allows for the necessary slip angle. All, this is un-
dertaken in strict compliance with the immutable laws of 
physics. Ah, yes, how often we laud the unsung genius 
who invented the wheel and the unlettered architect who 
conceived the arch. Kudos well deserved.  

However, I would like to sing the praises of that first 
mariner who bethought himself to harness Aeolus' mighty 
gusts to send a vessel skittering over the surface of a tur-
bulent liquid to a certain destination. This was engineer-
ing of the highest order before we ever invented the term! 
There have always been great minds among us. I would 
like to postulate that, if Rudolf Diesel had been born a 
caveman, he would have been the one who invented the 
wheel. Had he come into this world as an ancient Phoeni-
cian, surely Rudolf would have devised the system of 
rigging to allow a sailing ship to tack across the wind. 
Since these mighty achievements had already been at-
tained when Diesel was born in 1858, he went on to in-
vent the compression ignition engine.

It is an unmitigated pleasure to sail a fifty foot Beneteau 
in challenging waters. To visit beautiful and historic 
places provides delightful input for our personal data 
banks. But it is the exposure to new and exciting automo-
tive experiences which also drives me to travel to distant 
locations. Case in point. I had to take a taxi from the 
yacht harbor at Cannigone to the airport at Olbia. Imag-
ine my delight when a fleet white Mercedes E280 CDI 
Diesel drove up to fetch me. This is a state of the art, 

trubocharged, common rail injected starship with copious 
power and torque. Of course I sat in front with the driver. 
Although we did not share a common language we man-
aged to carryon an animated conversation using a patois of 
French, Italian, English, techno-speak and good will. The 
owner/driver told me that he was totally enamored of his 
Mercedes taxicab. He then proceeded to show me the am-
ple capabilities of his noble mount.  

Our appointed destination required us to travel over tertiary 
roads traversing the spiny scarp of a jutting peninsula. The 
back ways were narrow and twisting but well maintained 
and banked. The driver set up for each curve like a master, 
conscious of all the apexes. The wonderful Mercedes did its 
part. I have never enjoyed a trip to the airport more. And it 
was plain that my host was enjoying wringing the perform-
ance potential out of his Mercedes. A critical ingredient in 
the mix of car, driver and road was the E280 CDI's slick six 
speed manual transmission. Yes, colleagues, my skillful 
Sardinian driver was able to select the appropriate cogs for 
himself. He was empowered to use the legendary heel and 
toe technique where appropriate. Like my cousin, Captain 
Martin Pluess, the Sardinian owner of a Mercedes E class 
Diesel is able to manipulate the controls completely on his 
own, in order to obtain just the right slip angle in a tight 
spot. My long standing plea to the wizards in Stuttgart: 
"You can trust your American friends." We have the intelli-
gence and maturity to shift for ourselves. Show us the con-
fidence which you repose in your Sardinian customers. Pro-
vide us with the option to drive a Diesel vehicle with three 
peddles on the floor. We will do our part and go on to show 
our heels to all the Bimmers and rice-rockets on the back 
roads of North America!  

When the white turbo Diesel arrived at the airport in Olbia 
my driver and I shook hands and greetings. "John," I said. 
"Rudolfo," he replied. Then he told me in our common auto 
enthusiasts' tongue that he was named in honor of our mu-
tual, mechanical patron saint, Rudolfo Diesel. I should have 
known. "Magnifico! Ciao!"  
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STAY COOL! 

10% OFF A/C Special 
All Parts and Labor on ANY A/C Service 

 
Offer expires 12/31/15. Not valid on previous charges or purchases. Coupon must be present at 
time order is written. Coupons not valid on any specials or discounts. All prices plus applicable 

sales tax. 

Super Polish $69.99 (regular $89.99) 
 

Super Polish includes soft cloth wash, plus vacuum inte-
rior, clean widows, dress tires and apply wax protection 

with our state-of-the-art cloth polishing machine. 
 

Mercedes-Benz Service Teams 
- Direct Lines - 

LaDonna Staton ~Orange Team Manager ~ (757) 251-2078 
Marie Tominich ~ Gray Team Manager ~ (757) 251-2010 

Delano Bowens ~ Green Team Manager ~ (757) 251-2079 
Andy Trowbridge ~ Blue Team Manager ~ (757) 251-2011 

Brett Whitney ~ Sprinter/Gold Team Manager ~ (757) 251-1256 
 

       Come check out our newly renovated Service and Sales Facilities! 
Call for Appointment 251.APPT (2778) 

**Lease Special $699/36 month** 
*Based on approved credit, $5,407 due at signing, based on a 10,000 mile per year. 
Tax, tags, license fees not included.  Add must be present, see Sales Manager for Details. 
 

2712 Magruder Boulevard 
Hampton, Virginia 23666 
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Virginia Section MBCA Officers 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT 
Don LaBar 

1274 Christian Court 
Virginia Beach  23464 

757 620-6772 
dlabar3@verizon.net 

 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
John Schonfeld 

5000 Portsmouth Blvd 
Portsmouth, VA  23701 

757 488-7786 
jerryschonfeld@yahoo.com 

 
 

SECRETARY 
Tom Dawson 
125 Brittany Ln 

Suffolk, VA 23435 
757-434-1587 

TDawson50@aol.com 
 
 

TREASURER 
Jim Freeh 

633 Centerville Turnpike S 
Chesapeake, VA  23322 

757-482-1401 
jfreeh9999@aol.com 

 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

Bobby Ross                     757 291-8550 
Don LaBar 757-620-6772 
Jim Villers 757 481-6398 
Pat Evans 757 238-2824 
 

COMMITTEES 
Membership Windsor Brabsom 
757-408-3560  ramonamac1@verizon.net 
 
Marketing       Ed Batkin 
757-647-5000                 mercedes672@cox.net 
 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Jim Villers 

3133 Inlet Road 
Virginia Beach  23454 

757 481-6398 
190SLJim@cox.net 

 
 

Eastern Regional Director 
William Hopper 
202-363-4189 

wwrestoration@att.net 
 
 

Frank Arlotto …...Williamsburg     
Walter Barton  …..… Hampton  
Anita Clooney ……………….. 
………………….Virginia Beach 
Peter Economou ….… Franklin     
Mary Goodrich  ………...….… 
…………….……Virginia Beach 
     
 
Welcome! It is always our 
pleasure to meet new 
members.  We encourage you 
to attend one of our Virginia 
Section events. 
 
 
Multiple Section Membership 
Available 
The MBCA National Business 
Office is setup so that it is  
possible for members to have 
membership in an additional 
section or sections.  The 
membership cost is $15 per 
additional section.  Members 
will receive newsletters from 
addit ional sections and 
membership in the additional 
section(s) must run concurrent 
with the member’s existing 
membership expiration date.  
To take advantage of this new 
benefit contact the National 
Business Office at the address 
and phone number to the right. 
 

MBCA Discount Car Rentals 
 
MBCA membership can save 
you money on car rentals via 
Avis and Hertz discounts.  To 
obtain your discount use 
MBCA code T686500 for Avis 
at (800) 331-1212 or MBCA 
code CDP1230354 for Hertz at 
(800 654-2200.  Discounts and 
special rates are available in 
the U.S and Canada only.  
 
 
Newsletter Ideas 
Appreciated 
Anyone having information or 
articles that might be of interest 
to the membership should 
contact Jim Villers at 757 481-
6398 or by E-mail at 
190SLJim@cox.net. 
 
 

 

 

Membership questions? 
Gift memberships? 
Address change? 

Want to join MBCA? 
Renewing? 

 
All the above and more can be 

done at www.mbca.org 
 

Don’t want to use the web? 
Don’t have a computer? 

 
Call 800-637-2360 

 
Mailing address: 

 
MBCA 

1907 LeLaray Street 
Colorado Springs, CO 80909 

 
Please do not send 
address changes to 
Das Stern Blatt 

Please remember to 
support our advertisers - 

they support our club 
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Trading Post 
Members are invited to submit Trading Post ads at no 
charge.  Photos are $25.  All ads must be auto related.  
Send all personal ads to Jim Villers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advertising in the Das Stern Blatt does not imply approval 
or sanction of products or services by the Virginia 
Section, MBCA, its members, or MBUSA.Das Stern Blatt 
is the official newsletter of the Virginia Section of the 
Mercedes-Benz Club America, Inc.  Publication is bi-
monthly.  Copyright © 2007 by the Virginia Section, 
MBCA. Articles may be reprinted in newsletters for 
members of MBCA, giving credit. Other  use without 
written permission is prohibited. 

Virginia Section Discount Club 

Ten Percent on Parts & Labor 
 
Mercedes-Benz of Virginia Beach  
Discount on total parts andl abor charges.                         
parts and labor charges.    
See our ad in this issue.  
757 499-3771 
 
Tysinger Mercedes-Benz – Hampton, Virginia 
Discounts are limited to the first $250 of TOTAL 
parts and labor charges. SENIOR CITIZENS RECEIVE 
AN UNLIMITED 10% DISCOUNT.   
See our ad in this issue.  
757 865-8000 
 
 

Ten Percent on Labor Only 
  

European Autowerks, Inc – Virginia Beach, Virginia 
Discount limited to first $200 with MBCA card 
Chuck Cesil & Gary Wheeler  757 490-7471 
     
Auto Haus – Yorktown, Virginia 
See our ad in this issue 757 898-7121 
 

Ten Percent on Parts Only 
 
Larry’s Import Center - Virginia Beach, Virginia 
See our ad in this issue.                                 757 422-3295 

  

Advertise Your Business Here in Das Stern Blatt  
For advertising questions and rates contact: 

 

Marketing Director - Ed Batkin 757-647-5000                 mercedes672@cox.net 
 

Printing by House of Printing,Virginia Beach, 757 368-5200 

 

Rita Stanley   1933 - 2015 



Das Stern Blatt 
3133 Inlet Road 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Virginia Section, MBCA 

Das Stern Blatt 


