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Driveway Mechanics Gathering   
Nov 15, 2014 
 
This will be the last Driveway Mechanic Gathering this year at the 
Villers’ garage, 3133 Inlet Road, Virginia Beach, VA and it is the op-
portunity to get out and join fellow club members for coffee, donuts and 
a little car work.  We do not yet have a scheduled project so the primary 
work bay is open.  There is always plenty time for looking into other 
problems or to just "kick-the-tires" . That is the way these sessions 
work, it is really an open  forum for what ever drives in. Mechanic ac-
tivities will start around 9:30 a.m. We normally finish up by 1:00 so the 
Villers can have their driveway back.  For those needing advice on a 
problem, or needing a bit of encouragement to troubleshoot a problem, 
come to this event.  If you would like to put your project on the schedule 
or desire information contact Jim Villers at 757-481-6398 or by email at 
190SLJim@cox.net.  

 
Winterfest - December 14, 2014          
(Date Change) 
 
We will be having our traditional Winterfest 2014 brunch at the Princess 
Anne Country Club, 3800 Pacific Ave, Virginia Beach. The brunch will 
be on Sunday morning, December 14, 2014.  Festivities will begin at 
10:00 a.m. as the doors open and we will eat after a period of socializa-
tion. The extensive brunch buffet will include a breakfast fare, omelet 
station, fruit and lunch selections and a cash bar.  
 
Out charity this year will be Toys-for-Tots.      
 
The cost for this year's event will be $10.00 per person. As usual, the 
section is subsidizing this event and it is hoped that all section members 
will join us for brunch. We will also have the 
 Continued on Page 4 
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MBCA Region & National Events     
 

 
Nov 14  Fashionable Tea by Neiman Marcus 
               Atlanta, GA  
 
Jun 12, 2015   StarTech - Cincinnati  
               Herbron, KY 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS - 2014 
 

VIRGINIA SECTION, MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB AMERICA 

Virginia Section Events 
 
 
Nov 15   Driveway Mechanics Gathering  
                         Contact: Jim Villers 
 
Dec 14   Winterfest at the Princess Anne 
                         Contact: Don LaBar 
 
 
 

 

=========================================================================== 

Winterfest Reservation Coupon 
 
Please reserve ______ places for me at $10 per person;           Total __________________. 
 
Make check payable to: Virginia Section MBCA 
 
 
Section member name __________________________________ Phone _______________ 
 
Email address (optional): _____________________________________________________ 
 
Mail to:  Jim Freeh, 633 Centerville Turnpike S, Chesapeake, VA 23322 
 
Coupon should be received by December 11 
 
Questions?  Please call Don LaBar 757-620-6772 or email  dlabar3@verizon.net 
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usual mix of door prizes. 
 
Since Winterfest serves as our annual membership 
meeting there will be a short business meeting with 
an overview of activities planned for next year. We 
will also welcome any suggestions for other events 
that may be of interest. 
 
So, mark your calendar and send in your reservations 
early! Please mail the Reservation Form on page 3 or 
contact Jim Freeh by December 11 at 757-482-1401 
or by email at jfreeh9999@aol.com.  
 
 
 

Wing & Wheels & Pizza       
Report - September 27 
 
This year’s Wings and Wheels event was a great suc-
cess with beautiful weather.  We met at Pungo Pizza 
and Ice cream for lunch.  The food was delicious and 
it gave us the energy to see all of the cars and air-
planes at the Virginia Beach Airport.  This private 
airport is used by the Military Aviation Museum to 
maintain, display and fly vintage and replica aircraft, 
mainly from the World War II era. The art deco 
building, grass landing strip, checkered water tower 
and hangars are home to one of the world’s largest 
collection of vintage aircraft.  In addition to the vari-
ous aviation sights and sounds, The local Tidewater  
Region of the Antique Automobile Club of America 
hosted a large show of wonderful cars both old and 
new.  It is always exciting to see what will be at the 
show and this year’s show did not let us down.   
 
 

Octoberfest at Bier Garden  
Report - October 18 2014 
By Don LaBar 
 
It was a beautiful day for a dine and drive with warm 
weather and blue skies.  After meeting at Greenbrier 
Mall, we took at tour lesser traveled roads before ar-
riving in downtown Portsmouth. 
 
The Bier Garden restaurant was a fitting place to 
celebrate Octoberfest with a fine selection  
of traditional German food and beers from all over 
the world.  The owner, Tony Osfo, even came out 
and thanked us for coming and encouraged us to 
come back next year.  
 
Luckily, Portsmouth was having a farmers market 
downtown so there were many places to visit to walk 
off the hearty German meal.  In attendance was Don 
LaBar, Bob Vann, Bob Mueller, Tom and 
Alice Dawson, Jerry and Ann Schonfeld, Steve and 
Paula Turner. Jim and Linda Freeh 

 

 
Continued on Page 5 

Please remember to support our 
advertisers - they support our club 

and Das Stern Blatt 
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Jim Villers’ Experience Driving Back from the
190SL Group Convention In Fredericksburg, TX 

While driving along I-12 in Louisiana, the engine lost power and the throttle did 
not feel right.  I could only maintain about 55 MPH as we limped along three 
miles to the next exit.  It was a sparse exit with just a combination gas station and 
Subway.

After a quick investigation, the throttle was stuck and would not advance so I  
parked in the shade next to the Subway.  After some investigation, I determined 
that front carburetor had an internal problem that would not allow the throttle to 
advance. 

While removing the air log; multiple attaching studs came out of the carburetors 
and both knuckles were skinned.  Finally, the front carburetor was removed.  A 
close investigation reveled that a securing pin for the main venturi was missing 
and that the venturi had slid into the butterfly blocking the butterfly from open-
ing.  Without the venturi, the main jet could not provide fuel.  I relocated and 
centered the venturi and then used a securing pin from my spare carburetor to 
complete the repair. 

The complication of the air log studs being pulled out of the carburetors made it 
impossible to correctly attach the air log.  I needed to have the air log mounted to 
hold my cruise control (an important luxury).  I used the support brace to hold the 
bottom of the air log and bailing wire to secure the top of the air log to the mani-
fold.  It worked for the 1,100 miles home. 

This description does not accurately reflect the three hours of frustration spent in 
the Louisiana heat, working on a hot engine with very stubborn bolts. 

Mercedes-Benz
& BMW Specialists

MERCEDES-BENZ PARTS
Complete Maintenance Facility

Custom Paint & Body Work
Professional Auto Detailing

Accepts All Insurance Claims
Towing Available

ADVERTISER
RECOGNITION

AWARD

STANDARD
OF

EXCELLENCE

1999

2000 2002 2004 2006

7002500230021002
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Wing & Wheels            
Car Show at the         
Military Aircraft Museum    

Members gathering with their cars at the 
Museum parking area above and at the 
Pungo Pizza parking area to the left. 
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Gathering at Pungo Pizza Prior to the Car Show 
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Rivers Inn Drive-N-Dine May 20 

IN PRAISE OF IMPERFECTION  

Imperfections and idiosyncrasies are endearing. Would we love 
Marylyn Monroe quite so much if she did not have that damned 
mole, a gross solecism, on her flawless cheek? The English-
speaking people adored King George because of, not despite, 
his blasted sssstammer. Would the Liberty Bell be our national 
icon without the crack? I rest my case.  

Well the same thing applies to motorcars. The largest marque 
based organization in the country is the Porsche Club of Amer-
ica. As everyone who has driven one well and truly knows, 
Porsches have always been quirky. Rear weight bias that sur-
passes Michelle Obama and a swing axle made the 356s from 
Zuffenhausen positively suicidal… and beloved.  Try lifting off 
in a tight corner while driving a 911 and you will get a feel for 
Porsche heritage and a 360 degree view of the scenery.  Por-
sche aficionados are enamored of their funky cars. They only 
moan and complain when the company brings out a perfectly 
sensible SUV or a practical four door saloon.  

Now anyone familiar with the enthusiast car scene knows that 
the most fanatical crew are the devotees of English cars. The 
sun has never set on the British automobile devotee, despite the 
fact that most of Albion’s erstwhile grand marques have gone 
the way of the raj and the stiff upper lip. There are still MG and 
Triumph clubs. Even the Bristol and the Armstrong Siddley 
continue to have a following. These thoroughly decent chaps 
gather not to extol the virtues of their chosen objects of affec-
tion. On the contrary the anglophiles revel in droll stories of 
Lucas electrical systems and the prince of darkness; of drinking 
warm beer from Lucas refrigerators. These upper crusty fans of 
Masoch and the Marquis de Sade exchange twisted stories of 
exquisite pain and mechanical disaster by the side of the road.  

Given this unaccountable perversion in the human character, is 
it any wonder that we in the Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
are occasionally plagued with modest membership numbers 
and unimpressive event participation? When is the last time 
you shared an exciting tale of having been stranded by your 
Mercedes? Have you ever reveled in the psychotropic sensation 
of inhaling the smoke of a burning wiring harness? How often 
have you boasted of the design flaws which give your car char-
acter? Need I say more?  

So the bane of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America is actually a 
feather in the cap of Mercedes-Benz the purveyor of fine motor-
cars. Intelligent well adjusted folks purchase Mercedes automo-
biles in droves. However, they don’t join our club in commensu-
rate numbers because there is no impetus to gather together and 
commiserate. This conundrum has preoccupied my thoughts for 
quite some time. I now have arrived at a solution.  

 There are many superannuated, clapped-out vehicles on the used 
car market which still wear the silver star. These former luxury 
and sports vehicles surviving from a bygone generation are mere 
shadows of their former selves. They are rusted and misused, 
damaged and neglected. Long out of warranty, characterized by 
outdated technology and yesteryear’s styling they have fallen into 
the hands of young louts, dissolute eccentrics and chronic under-
achievers who have not had the means to maintain then. While 
these fine cars were built without planned obsolescence, careless 
owners have inflicted a cruel toll. The presently tarted up, bondo 
botched, erstwhile reliable beauties have become a pitiable 
scourge.

Here’s my plan for enlivening our club and multiplying its mem-
bership. Owners of new Mercedes-Benz characterized by flaw-
less perfection should be encouraged to adopt a fallen starship 
from the distant past as a humanitarian act of charity. I am not 
talking about acquiring a concours, trailer queen. I mean buying a 
used car lot nightmare with sagging doors, bubbles in the paint 
and blue exhaust smoke; a car which has been cruelly abused by 
the heed-less rabble.  

Now the new adoptive owners of the old stray thunkers will have 
mechanical problems with which to contend. There will be ad-
ventures with tow truck drivers and heart to heart discussions 
with parts merchants. They will experience the agony of the fail-
ure to start and the occasional ecstasy of the solved electrical 
problem. In general, there will be the need for a support group; 
for a shoulder on which to cry; for a source of friendly counsel. 
Enter the Mercedes-Benz Club of America.  

(Editor’s note: Read about Jim’s experience on page 5.) 
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STAY COOL! 

10% OFF A/C Special 
All Parts and Labor on ANY A/C Service 

 
Offer expires 10/31/14. Not valid on previous charges or purchases. Coupon must be present at 
time order is written. Coupons not valid on any specials or discounts. All prices plus applicable 

sales tax. 

Super Polish $69.99 (regular $89.99) 
 

Super Polish includes soft cloth wash, plus vacuum inte-
rior, clean widows, dress tires and apply wax protection 

with our state-of-the-art cloth polishing machine. 
 

Mercedes-Benz Service Teams 
- Direct Lines - 

LaDonna Staton ~Orange Team Manager ~ (757) 251-2078 
Marie Tominich ~ Gray Team Manager ~ (757) 251-2010 

Delano Bowens ~ Green Team Manager ~ (757) 251-2079 
Andy Trowbridge ~ Blue Team Manager ~ (757) 251-2011 

Brett Whitney ~ Sprinter/Gold Team Manager ~ (757) 251-1256 
 

       Come check out our newly renovated Service and Sales Facilities! 
Call for Appointment 251.APPT (2778) 

**Lease Special $699/36 month** 
*Based on approved credit, $5,407 due at signing, based on a 10,000 mile per year. 
Tax, tags, license fees not included.  Add must be present, see Sales Manager for Details. 
 

2712 Magruder Boulevard 
Hampton, Virginia 23666 
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Virginia Section MBCA Officers 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT 
Don LaBar 

1274 Christian Court 
Virginia Beach  23464 

757 620-6772 
dlabar3@verizon.net 

 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
John Schonfeld 

5000 Portsmouth Blvd 
Portsmouth, VA  23701 

757 488-7786 
jerryschonfeld@yahoo.com 

 
 

SECRETARY 
Tom Dawson 
125 Brittany Ln 

Suffolk, VA 23435 
757-434-1587 

TDawson50@aol.com 
 
 

TREASURER 
Jim Freeh 

633 Centerville Turnpike S 
Chesapeake, VA  23322 

757-482-1401 
jfreeh9999@aol.com 

 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

Bobby Ross                     757 291-8550 
Don LaBar 757-620-6772 
Jim Villers 757 481-6398 
Pat Evans 757 238-2824 
 

COMMITTEES 
Membership Windsor Brabsom 
757-408-3560  ramonamac1@verizon.net 
 
Marketing       Ed Batkin 
757-647-5000                 mercedes672@cox.net 
 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Jim Villers 

3133 Inlet Road 
Virginia Beach  23454 

757 481-6398 
190SLJim@cox.net 

 
 

Eastern Regional Director 
William Hopper 
202-363-4189 

wwrestoration@att.net 
 
 

Richard Ferguson ………….… 
………………...Virginia Beach     
Robert Larys …… Portsmouth  
Ullman Quash …….… Grafton  
Bruce Tunno  …….… Norfolk     
Lou Verderose ………….… 
…………….……Cape Charles        
 
 
Welcome! It is always our 
pleasure to meet new 
members.  We encourage you 
to attend one of our Virginia 
Section events. 
 
 
Multiple Section Membership 
Available 
The MBCA National Business 
Office is setup so that it is  
possible for members to have 
membership in an additional 
section or sections.  The 
membership cost is $15 per 
additional section.  Members 
will receive newsletters from 
addit ional sections and 
membership in the additional 
section(s) must run concurrent 
with the member’s existing 
membership expiration date.  
To take advantage of this new 
benefit contact the National 
Business Office at the address 
and phone number to the right. 
 

MBCA Discount Car Rentals 
 
MBCA membership can save 
you money on car rentals via 
Avis and Hertz discounts.  To 
obtain your discount use 
MBCA code T686500 for Avis 
at (800) 331-1212 or MBCA 
code CDP1230354 for Hertz at 
(800 654-2200.  Discounts and 
special rates are available in 
the U.S and Canada only.  
 
Newsletter Ideas 
Appreciated 
Anyone having information or 
articles that might be of interest 
to the membership should 
contact Jim Villers at 757 481-
6398 or by E-mail at 
190SLJim@cox.net. 
 
 

 

 

Membership questions? 
Gift memberships? 
Address change? 

Want to join MBCA? 
Renewing? 

 
All the above and more can be 

done at www.mbca.org 
 

Don’t want to use the web? 
Don’t have a computer? 

 
Call 800-637-2360 

 
Mailing address: 

 
MBCA 

1907 LeLaray Street 
Colorado Springs, CO 80909 

 
Please do not send 
address changes to 
Das Stern Blatt 

Please remember to 
support our advertisers - 

they support our club 
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Trading Post 
Members are invited to submit Trading Post ads at no 
charge.  Photos are $25.  All ads must be auto related.  
Send all personal ads to Jim Villers. 
 
1992 Mercedes 300 SL Convertible Roadster with Hy-
draulic Hard Top.  
Runs Great, Very Good Condition.  85,961 Miles,  
Eng. 3.0 L 
Exterior:  Graphite 
Interior: Camel Leather  
Pioneer Fold Out Navigation Unit, Includes XM Radio 
Staggered 18" Chrome AMG Mono Block Rims 
Newly Serviced by Mercedes Technician, New Battery. 
Asking $ 7,500.  
Will consider trade for small truck.  
Please call Adi   C/Txt 757 675 6655  *  757 491 2001 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1995 SL 500  Dark Green with Palomino Interior. New paint 
two years ago.  This fine automobile has 166,000 miles and still 
in great condition.  I have owned this car since 2002 and have 
driven it 120,000 miles.  Lots of TLC over the years.   I have all 
the service records since 2002.  European Auto Works has done 
all the maintenance and repairs on this car.  Interior accessories 
added include, burl wood console, steering wheel and instru-
ment cluster.  Have removable hard top and soft top was re-
placed  5 years ago.  Car has been garaged when not being 
driven.  Just bought a 2007 SL550, so the 95 has to go.  Asking 
$8,500  Call Bobby Ross 757-291-8550. 

Advertising in the Das Stern Blatt does not imply approval 
or sanction of products or services by the Virginia 
Section, MBCA, its members, or MBUSA.Das Stern Blatt 
is the official newsletter of the Virginia Section of the 
Mercedes-Benz Club America, Inc.  Publication is bi-
monthly.  Copyright © 2007 by the Virginia Section, 
MBCA. Articles may be reprinted in newsletters for 
members of MBCA, giving credit. Other  use without 
written permission is prohibited. 

Virginia Section Discount Club 

Ten Percent on Parts & Labor 
 
Mercedes-Benz of Virginia Beach  
Discount on total parts andl abor charges.                         
parts and labor charges.    
See our ad in this issue.  
757 499-3771 
 
Tysinger Mercedes-Benz – Hampton, Virginia 
Discounts are limited to the first $250 of TOTAL 
parts and labor charges. SENIOR CITIZENS RECEIVE 
AN UNLIMITED 10% DISCOUNT.   
See our ad in this issue.  
757 865-8000 
 
 

Ten Percent on Labor Only 
  

European Autowerks, Inc – Virginia Beach, Virginia 
Discount limited to first $200 with MBCA card 
Chuck Cesil & Gary Wheeler  757 490-7471 
     
Auto Haus – Yorktown, Virginia 
See our ad in this issue 757 898-7121 
 

Ten Percent on Parts Only 
 
Larry’s Import Center - Virginia Beach, Virginia 
See our ad in this issue.                                 757 422-3295 

  

Advertise Your Business Here in Das Stern Blatt  
For advertising questions and rates contact: 

 

Marketing Director - Ed Batkin 757-647-5000                 mercedes672@cox.net 
 

Printing by House of Printing,Virginia Beach, 757 368-5200 
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