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Valentines Day Brunch - Feb 16 
February 16, 2014 at 11:00 am.  We will have our Valentines brunch at 
the historic Chamberlin Hotel in Hampton.  The beautiful and dramatic 
Chamberlin Hotel was built in 1920 and features the most dramatic wa-
terfront dining in the area.  Bring your significant other and come enjoy 
a nice Sunday brunch with the club to celebrate Valentines Day.   Price 
is $25 plus tax and gratuity.

Please call Ed Batkins at 757-547-5000 to reserve your spot. 

Presidents Message 

It is my great honor to have been selected to serve as your President for 
the next two years. We owe a debt of gratitude to Bobby Ross, who 
served as your President for the last term. We have a few new faces on 
the Board with Jerry Schonfeld serving as Vice-President and Tom 

Dawson serving as Secretary. The two “Jims” con-
tinue their years of service to the club with Jim 
Freeh serving as our Treasurer and Jim Villers 
serving as our Newsletter Editor.  

We are currently working on our event calendar 
for 2014 with many popular events like Driveway 
Mechanics Gatherings, Dine and Drive events, and 

a few car shows. We will also be adding some new events like a High 
Performance Driving Event at a test track near Emporia which will pull 
in regional MBCA members as well as members of other car clubs. 

We are open to ideas for future events so if there is something that you 
would like to do, let me or one of the other board members know and 
we will see if we can make it happen. 
I hope to see you all at one of our events this year! 

Continued on Page 4 
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Other MBCA Events 
  
  

 
     

CALENDAR OF EVENTS - 2014 
 

VIRGINIA SECTION, MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB AMERICA 

Virginia Section Events 
 
Feb 16  Valentine’s Day Brunch  
                         Contact: Ed Batkin 
 
Mar 15  Driveway Mechanics Gathering  
                         Contact: Jim Villers 
 
Apr 12   Williamsburg Winery Tour   
                         Contact: Jerry Schonfeldar 
 
May TBT Ginter Garden Tour    
                         Contact: Jerry Schonfeld 
 
Jun 21  Driveway Mechanics Gathering  
                         Contact: Jim Villers 
 
Jul 12   Carolina Track Event  
                         Contact: Don Labar 
 
Aug TBT   Eastern Shore Adventure  
                         Contact: Don Labar 
 
Sep 27  Wing & Wheels with Pizza  
                         Contact: Ed Batkin 
Oct  TBT  OctoberFest  
                         Contact: Jim Freeh 
Nov TBT  Driveway Mechanics Gathering  
                         Contact: Jim Villers 
Dec 7    WinterFest at the Princess Anne 
                         Contact: Don Labar 

Receive a Free Virginia Section Nametag. 

All members who attend three Virginia Section events this year will earn a Section 
Nametag.  The Nametag will be presented during our WinterFest Brunch.   

This is an incentive to encourage additional member participation at club events.  
So come out, enjoy an interesting activity with club members and earn a nametag.   
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Driveway Mechanics Gathering   
March 15, 2014 
 
This first Driveway Mechanic Gathering of the year 
will be a little early and it provides the opportunity to 
get out and join fellow club members for coffee, 
donuts and a little car work.  We do not yet have a 
scheduled project so the primary work bay is open.  
There is always plenty time for looking into other 
problems or to just "kick-the-tires" . That is the way 
these sessions work, it is really an open  forum for 
what ever drives in. Mechanic activities will start 
around 9:30 a.m. We normally finish up by 1:00 so 
the Villers can have their driveway back.  For those 
needing advice on a problem, or needing a bit of en-
couragement to troubleshoot a problem, come to this 
event.  If you would like to put your project on the 
schedule or desire information contact Jim Villers at 
757-481-6398 or by email at 190SLJim@cox.net.  
 
Directions to the Driveway Gathering: From Virginia 
Beach Blvd. turn north on Great Neck Road, then 
turn left on Adam Keeling Road (the light before the 
bridge over Bay Island). Turn right on Inlet Road.  
 

WinterFest 2013 Report 
 
Winterfest 2013 was another success in a year long 
string of events. It was a great opportunity to see and 
talk to many members that we have missed since last 
year. You knew you had arrived at the right place 
when you saw the A brand new S550 sedan, what a 
spectacular car displayed at the entrance to the Ball-
room at the Princess Anne Country Club.  Just for 
fun, Pat Evans demonstrated the “no hands” parking 
capability of this fabulous car. 
 
Before the brunch began, there was a picture slide 
show of this years activities.  Lots of interesting pic-

tures showing members having fun at section events.  
Make a point of joining us this coming year. 
    
Our charity this year was  the Virginia Wounded 
Warrior Program (not to be confused with the many 
other “Wounded Warrior” charities).   Jack Hilgars, a 
55 year MBCA member is involved with the charity 
and explained the program.  100% of all contribu-
tions go the support of Virginia Veterans, all who 
served. As a group, we donated $1,045 to the Vir-
ginia wonded Warrior Program.  Thanks to all who 
contributed. 
   
Thanks also to Mercedes-Benz of Virginia Beach  
for contributing door prizes. 

 

 
 

 

 

Please remember to support our 
advertisers - they support our club 

and Das Stern Blatt 

 
 
 
Bobby Ross 
congratulating 
Don LaBar on 
his election as 
the Virginia 
Section Presi-
dent. 

Jim Villers Receives “Member of the Year” certificate 
from outgoing president Bobby Ross 
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Driveway Report, Nov 16 
 What a fun gathering.  We gathered in Jim Villers' 
garage on Saturday, November 16, for the last  
Driveway Mechanics Session of the year. The 
weather was cold so jackets were the attire of the 
day.  Coffee was in great demand as were the 
donuts brought by Roy Wiley and Betty’s warm 
and irresistible “monkey bread”.   This was a good 
gathering that began with lots of “socializing”; but 
there was work to be done.   

Don LaBar brought his “new” 1986 190E 2.3-16 
for a little touch-up to the body panels. This was a 
very nice survivor where even the digital dash 
timer looked good and worked.  

Jacob Correa brought his red C36 AMG to check 
his brake linings and suspension.  Good to have 
another performance Mercedes enthusiast join the 
group.

Tom Hanson, our new Section secretary, brought 

his very original beautiful 380SL to check an ignition 
issue.

The attendees included Roy Wiley, Don LaBar, Jim 
Freeh, Dwight Finnie, Bobby Ross, David Ostrom, 
George McQuain, Bob Vann, Jack Hilgars, Tom Han-
son, Fred Picket, Jacob Correa  and Jim Villers.  
It was a good gathering as the donuts and coffee disap-
peared before lunch.

Roy Wiley with David Ostrom 

Mercedes-Benz
& BMW Specialists

MERCEDES-BENZ PARTS
Complete Maintenance Facility

Custom Paint & Body Work
Professional Auto Detailing

Accepts All Insurance Claims
Towing Available

ADVERTISER
RECOGNITION

AWARD

STANDARD
OF

EXCELLENCE

1999

2000 2002 2004 2006

2001 2003 2005 2007
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Driveway Mechanics gathering
Nov 16, 2013 

Left - Jacob Correa inspection the rear brake on his C36. 

Lower Left - “Standing around”; Roy Wiley, Jack Hilgars, George McQuain, 
bob Vann, Bobby Ross, David Ostrom, Don LaBar, Jin Freeh. 

Lower Right - Don Labar working his 2.3-16 molding; as George McQuain and 
Bob Vann observe. 

* Expires 2/28/14
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WinterFest 2013 - Dec 1, 2013 
 

Top:  WinterFest attendees gather for a photo after the 
brunch.   
 
Right: David Ostram models a fur hat that was part of the 
silent auction.   
 
Left: MBCA Regional Director William Hopper presents 
the current news from the national organization. 
 
Lower left:  Steve and Betty Bilenky with Kate and Fred 
Pricket enjoy the brunch. 
 
Lower right:  New members ????? & ?????? at the roast 
beef station.  
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Rivers Inn Drive-N-Dine May 20 

  Driving a 1958 Mercedes-Benz 300SL is a 
hoot. The legendary starship is classically sim-
ple: non-assisted re-circulating ball steering and 
manual transmission with balked synchroniza-
tion. It is also lightning fast, even by today's 
standards: zero to sixty in 7.4 seconds. Recently 
I had the opportunity to drive a 300SL roadster 
along some scenic byways here in New Jersey. 
Up shift, downshift, feather the throttle, floor it 
and chirp the rubber; swirling autumn leaves in 
our wake. 

When you operate a vintage vehicle you are 
communing with history: gripping the outsized 
ivory tiller with your string back driving gloves; 
sitting upright on well worn upholstery creased 
by g forces of yore. The whiff and whine from 
an exhaust pipe unobstructed by catalytic con-
verter, untroubled by social conscience. High 
profile tires compromise road holding but sing 
out like Anna Netrebko at the limits of adhesion. 
The genius of chassis design not the chemistry 
of rubber compounds deter- , mines your trajec-
tory and exit speed in the twisty bits. 

Mercedes-Benz markets the intangible commod-
ity known as heritage. When we drive down the 
road in our 2014 starships in our mind's eye we 
are piloting a 540K special roadster or the fleet 
Blitzen Benz. The mythos of the three pointed 
star connects us with Rudolf Caracciola, Stirling 
Moss, Juan Manuel Fangio and Christian Lau-
tenschlager. This heritage is palpable standard 
equipment that comes with all the motorcars 

which hail from Stuttgart Unterturkheim. Weep in 
inconsolable grief all ye Lexi, Accurae, weep ye 
for Infinity. 

Driving the 300SL was a pleasurable experience 
yet it was not a startling revelation or a dramatic 
epiphany. On the contrary, I felt immediately at 
home behind the wheel of the legendary roadster. 
This was in itself an uncanny realization. Not déjà
vu. I actually knew that I had been there before. 
The 300SL provided me with familiar tactile 
straight out of the same parts bin as my Finback. 
The rear swing axel and all the suspension design, 
ditto. The giddy squeal of 80 profile tires, yes in-
deedee. And when it comes to the powerful accel-
eration forcing your derriere deep into the seat, 
my C230K goes from zero to sixty in'6.9. With the 
panorama roof flung 'all the way open and the 
windows fully agape, I am in a roadster cum roll 
cage.

How potent is the magic? What quantum of verisi-
militude is in the dream? I taste the elixir on my 
lips. I am transfigured. Call me Juan Manuel... 

                                                        

Please remember to support our 
advertisers - they support our club 

and Das Stern Blatt
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STAY COOL! 

10% OFF A/C Special 
All Parts and Labor on ANY A/C Service 

 
Offer expires 3./31/14. Not valid on previous charges or purchases. Coupon must be present at 
time order is written. Coupons not valid on any specials or discounts. All prices plus applicable 

sales tax. 

Super Polish $69.99 (regular $89.99) 
 

Super Polish includes soft cloth wash, plus vacuum inte-
rior, clean widows, dress tires and apply wax protection 

with our state-of-the-art cloth polishing machine. 
 

Mercedes-Benz Service Teams 
- Direct Lines - 

LaDonna Staton ~Orange Team Manager ~ (757) 251-2078 
Marie Tominich ~ Gray Team Manager ~ (757) 251-2010 

Delano Bowens ~ Green Team Manager ~ (757) 251-2079 
Andy Trowbridge ~ Blue Team Manager ~ (757) 251-2011 

Brett Whitney ~ Sprinter/Gold Team Manager ~ (757) 251-1256 
 

       Come check out our newly renovated Service and Sales Facilities! 
Call for Appointment 251.APPT (2778) 

**Lease Special $699/36 month** 
*Based on approved credit, $5,407 due at signing, based on a 10,000 mile per year. 
Tax, tags, license fees not included.  Add must be present, see Sales Manager for Details. 
 

2712 Magruder Boulevard 
Hampton, Virginia 23666 
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Virginia Section MBCA Officers 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT 
Don LaBar 

1274 Christian Court 
Virginia Beach  23464 

757 620-6772 
dlabar3@verizon.net 

 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
John Schonfeld 

5000 Portsmouth Blvd 
Portsmouth, VA  23701 

757 488-7786 
jerryschonfeld@yahoo.com 

 
 

SECRETARY 
Tom Dawson 
125 Brittany Ln 

Suffolk, VA 23435 
757-434-1587 

TDawson50@aol.com 
 
 

TREASURER 
Jim Freeh 

633 Centerville Turnpike S 
Chesapeake, VA  23322 

757-482-1401 
jfreeh9999@aol.com 

 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

Bobby Ross                     757 291-8550 
Don LaBar 757-620-6772 
Jim Villers 757 481-6398 
Pat Evans 757 238-2824 
 
 

COMMITTEES 
Membership Windsor Brabsom 
Marketing       Ed Batkin 
 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Jim Villers 

3133 Inlet Road 
Virginia Beach  23454 

757 481-6398 
190SLJim@cox.net 

 
 

Eastern Regional Director 
William Hopper 
202-363-4189 

wwrestoration@att.net 

Julian Cenese ….….… Norfolk        
Oliver Herion …... Chesapeake        
Jacob Neubert …..… Hampton        
Wade Quinn …… Williamsburg        
Bishop Read … Newport News       
Minnie Seaton….…Portsmouth 
John Sieck …… Virginia Beach        
 
 
 
Welcome! It is always our 
pleasure to meet new 
members.  We encourage you 
to attend one of our Virginia 
Section events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Multiple Section Membership 
Available 
The MBCA National Business 
Office is setup so that it is  
possible for members to have 
membership in an additional 
section or sections.  The 
membership cost is $15 per 
additional section.  Members 
will receive newsletters from 
addit ional sections and 
membership in the additional 
section(s) must run concurrent 
with the member’s existing 
membership expiration date.  
To take advantage of this new 
benefit contact the National 
Business Office at the address 
and phone number to the right. 

 
MBCA Discount Car Rentals 
MBCA membership can save 
you money on car rentals via 
Avis and Hertz discounts.  To 
obtain your discount use 
MBCA code T686500 for Avis 
at (800) 331-1212 or MBCA 
code CDP1230354 for Hertz at 
(800 654-2200.  Discounts and 
special rates are available in 
the U.S and Canada only.  
 
 
 
Newsletter Ideas 
Appreciated 
Anyone having information or 
articles that might be of interest 
to the membership should 
contact Jim Villers at 757 481-
6398 or by E-mail at 
190SLJim@cox.net. 
 
 

 

Membership questions? 
Gift memberships? 
Address change? 

Want to join MBCA? 
Renewing? 

 
All the above and more can be 

done at www.mbca.org 
 

Don’t want to use the web? 
Don’t have a computer? 

 
Call 800-637-2360 

 
Mailing address: 

 
MBCA 

1907 LeLaray Street 
Colorado Springs, CO 80909 

 
Please do not send 
address changes to 
Das Stern Blatt 



11 

Das Stern Blatt  
 

 

Trading Post 
Members are invited to submit Trading Post ads at no 
charge.  Photos are $25.  All ads must be auto related.  
Send all personal ads to Jim Villers. 
 

 

Advertising in the Das Stern Blatt does not imply approval 
or sanction of products or services by the Virginia 
Section, MBCA, its members, or MBUSA.Das Stern Blatt 
is the official newsletter of the Virginia Section of the 
Mercedes-Benz Club America, Inc.  Publication is bi-
monthly.  Copyright © 2007 by the Virginia Section, 
MBCA. Articles may be reprinted in newsletters for 
members of MBCA, giving credit. Other  use without 
written permission is prohibited. 

 
 

 

Virginia Section Discount Club 

Ten Percent on Parts & Labor 
 
Mercedes-Benz of Virginia Beach  
Discount on total parts andl abor charges.                         
parts and labor charges.    
See our ad in this issue.  
757 499-3771 
 
Tysinger Mercedes-Benz – Hampton, Virginia 
Discounts are limited to the first $250 of TOTAL 
parts and labor charges. SENIOR CITIZENS RECEIVE 
AN UNLIMITED 10% DISCOUNT.   
See our ad in this issue.  
757 865-8000 
 

Ten Percent on Labor Only 
  

European Autowerks, Inc – Virginia Beach, Virginia 
Discount limited to first $200 with MBCA card 
Chuck Cesil & Gary Wheeler  757 490-7471 
     
Auto Haus – Yorktown, Virginia 
See our ad in this issue 757 898-7121 
 

Ten Percent on Parts Only 
 
Larry’s Import Center - Virginia Beach, Virginia 
See our ad in this issue.                                 757 422-3295 

  

Advertise Your Business Here in Das Stern Blatt  
For advertising questions and rates contact: 

 

Marketing Director -  Ed Batkin,  
(757) 588-1600, mercedes672@cox.net 

 
 

Printing by House of Printing,Virginia Beach, 757 368-5200 

Jim Villers could not wait for the next Driveway Gath-
ering to replace the front ball joint on his 1995 E320 
Wagon.  Of course, he needed to replace the entire 
lower wish-bone.  Next Driveway Gathering, Mar 15. 
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