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Greetings from the President
We had a busy month in September. Trips to the "Classics on the Green" 
at New Kent Winery and "Wings and Wheels" at the Virginia Beach 
Aviation Museum. Both with hundreds of vintage automobiles, classics, 
rods and mods. Just a few of the great events we have attended this year. 
Our next events are Driveway Mechanics on November 16 and  
"Winterfest" on December 1, 2013. Winterfest is also our annual meet-
ing and election of new Officers and Directors. The Nominating Com-
mittee is always looking for new leaders with fresh and exciting new 
ideas to further our Club. Please contact myself or any of the other Offi-
cers if you would like to join the leadership of the Virginia Section 
MBCA.

Our contact information is located in this newsletter. I look forward to 
seeing all of you at "Winterfest". We will be awarding Anniversary Pins 
to several members to recognize their tenure in the MBCA. Did you 
know we have one member in our section that has been a member for 57 
years?  

Bobby R. Ross, President, Virginia Section MBCA 

Driveway Mechanics Gathering
Nov 16, 2013 
This will be the last Driveway Mechanic Gathering this year at the 
Villers’ garage, 3133 Inlet Road, Virginia Beach, VA and it is the op-
portunity to get out and join fellow club members for coffee, donuts and 
a little car work.  We do not yet have a scheduled project so the primary 
work bay is open.  There is always plenty time for looking into other 
problems or to just "kick-the-tires" . That is the way these sessions 
work, it is really an open  forum for what ever drives in. Mechanic ac-
tivities will start around 9:30 a.m. We normally finish up by 1:00 so the 
Villers can have their driveway back.  For those 

Continued on Page 4 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS - 2013 
 

VIRGINIA SECTION, MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB AMERICA 

Virginia Section Events 
 
 
Nov 16    Driveway Mechanics Gathering  
                         Contact: Jim Villers 
 
Dec 1    Winterfest at the Princess Anne 
                         Contact: Bobby Ross 
 
 
 

 

=========================================================================== 

Winterfest Reservation Coupon 
 
Please reserve ______ places for me at $10 per person;           Total __________________. 
 
Make check payable to: Virginia Section MBCA 
 
 
Section member name __________________________________ Phone _______________ 
 
Email address (optional): _____________________________________________________ 
 
Mail to:  Jim Freeh, 633 Centerville Turnpike S, Chesapeake, VA 23322 
 
Coupon should be received by November 27 
 
Questions?  Please call Bobby Ross 757-291-8550 or email  bobross@cox.net 
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needing advice on a problem, or needing a bit of en-
couragement to troubleshoot a problem, come to this 
event.  If you would like to put your project on the 
schedule or desire information contact Jim Villers at 
757-481-6398 or by email at 190SLJim@cox.net.  
 

Winterfest - December 1 
 
We will be having our traditional Winterfest 2013 
brunch at the Princess Anne Country Club, 3800 Pa-
cific Ave, Virginia Beach. The brunch will be on 
Sunday morning, December 1, 2013.  Festivities will 
begin at 10:00 a.m. as the doors open and we will eat 
after a period of socialization. The extensive brunch 
buffet will include a breakfast fare, omelet station, 
fruit and lunch selections and a cash bar.  
 
We will be supporting the Wounded Warrior Pro-
gram as our charity this year.  Jack Hilgers is active 
with the Wounded Warriors and will give a brief 
presentation on the program.    
 
The cost for this year's event will be $10.00 per per-
son. As usual, the section is subsidizing this event 
and it is hoped that all section members will join us 
for brunch. We will also have the usual mix of door 
prizes. 
 
Since Winterfest serves as our annual membership 
meeting there will be a short business meeting with 
an overview of activities planned for next year. We 
will also welcome any suggestions for other events 
that may be of interest. 
 
So, mark your calendar and send in your reservations 
early! Please mail the Reservation Form on page 3 or 
contact Jim Freeh by November 27th at 757-482-
1401 or by email at jfreeh9999@aol.com.  
 

Wing & Wheels & Pizza Report 
September 28 
 
This year’s Wings and Wheels event was a great suc-
cess with beautiful weather.  We met at Pungo Pizza 

and Ice cream for lunch.  The food was delicious and 
it gave us the energy to see all of the cars and air-
planes at the Virginia Beach Airport.  This private 
airport is used by the Military Aviation Museum to 
maintain, display and fly vintage and replica aircraft, 
mainly from the World War II era. The art deco 
building, grass landing strip, checkered water tower 
and hangars are home to one of the world’s largest 
collection of vintage aircraft.  In addition to the vari-
ous aviation sights and sounds, there was a wonder-
ful car show with cars both old and new.  It is always 
exciting to see what will be at the show and this 
year’s show did not let us down.   
 

Comments of Ton Wolters,     
Yorktown 
 
Let me start introducing ourselves. My wife (Annelie 
McBride) and I are members of the Mercedes-Benz Club 
of America and of the Virginia Section MBCA. 
 
We are enthusiastic users of the Star brand and own a 
2007 CLK 350 and a 2009 ML 350 (we need the SUV for 
our dogs). 
 
I have to admit: we are not very active when it comes to 
attending the Virginia Section events. One of the reasons 
is that we are living on the Peninsula (York County); an-
other reason is many conflicting activities. But that could 
change, as we both will retire/retire by the end of this 
year. 
 
In the September/October 2013 issue of Das Stern Blatt 
we noted an article by John Kuhn Bleimaier (High Gear). 
I decided to write a short reaction that could be of interest 
to the membership. 
 
I attached a draft and hope that you will be able to edit the 
text if you decide to publish the article. The fact is that I 
am not a native speaker (I was born in the Netherlands 
and live now for about 10 years in the U.S.) and I cer-
tainly do not have the linguistic English experiences of 
Mr. Bleimaier. 
 
 Your views will certainly be appreciated. 
 

 

 
Continued on Page 5 
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High Gear in Reverse 
It was with great interest that I noted an article by John 
Kuhn Bleimaier in the September/October 2013 issue 
of “Das Stern Blatt”. 

John wonders why the vast majority of drivers in West-
ern Europe demand automobiles with manual transmis-
sion and tries to find the answer using the Socratic 
Method.
I will be able to use another method based on practical 
experiences as I was born in the Netherlands, lived in 
several Western European countries for more than 30 
years and was (and still am) an enthusiastic car driver 
and car owner. I think I belong to John’s generation. 
My first car was a 1965 VW “Beetle” certainly not 
available with a slush box. 

First of all, the article shows a high experience both in 
wording and the use of English and is surprising and 
humorous. It really was a great pleasure reading it. But 
John makes his first crucial mistake in the first para-
graph by assuming that many drivers in Europe demand 
cars with manual transmission.  
I am convinced that the majority of Western European 

drivers would prefer an automatic with all its blessings while 
driving their cars in heavy traffic. However out of economic 
considerations they are more than often forced to choose for 
the cheaper option being the “shift stick” as buying a car 
with automatic will cost significant more in Europe. On the 
other hand cars produced here in America were traditionally 
equipped with a standard automatic transmission and rela-
tively cheap. 

I “deserved” my driver’s license on a 3 tons military truck 
(manual gear – no synchromesh) and driving that truck cer-
tainly made an appeal on my skills and constitution. Accord-
ing to John’s swimming theory I should now demand cars 
without synchronized gears. 
Another metaphor: drivers in Western Europe demanded 
cars without power windows as the use of manual window 
openers is healthier and increases physical fitness. 

On occasion I still like to move a car with some charming 
old technique, but in daily life I prefer my automatic.  
Perhaps a blessing in disguise for John: most modern 
cars have automatic gear boxes with the possibility to 
go manual. However no third clutch pedal required. 

Sorry!
Ton Wolters 

Mercedes-Benz
& BMW Specialists

MERCEDES-BENZ PARTS
Complete Maintenance Facility

Custom Paint & Body Work
Professional Auto Detailing

Accepts All Insurance Claims
Towing Available

ADVERTISER
RECOGNITION

AWARD

STANDARD
OF

EXCELLENCE

1999

2000 2002 2004 2006

2001 2003 2005 2007
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Classics on the Green               
New Kent Winery - September 29, 2013 
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Wing & Wheels & Pizza  - September 28, 2013 
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Rivers Inn Drive-N-Dine May 20 

transportation. The 170V is powered by a simple, flat 
head four cylinder engine with side valves and a car-
riage inspired separate chassis incorporating ash frame 
elements. The finback and the SL have high revving 
over-head camshaft engines with aluminum heads lo-
cated in a monocoque chassis with safety engineered 
crumple zones. The Brabus tuned C55 is a thoroughly 
modern, electronically governed supercar capable of 
maximizing the performance output from the driver’s 
input at the tiller plus three pedals. These Mercedes 
automobiles represent the pinnacle of automotive en-
gineering for their respective generations.  The 280SL 
deserves special attention because that model series 
(W113) redefined the concept of the sports car as it 
transitioned from hairy-chested competition screamer 
to sybaritic grand tourismo. Interestingly, both the 
Finback and the Pagoda were developed with signifi-
cant design contribution from the French fine artist, 
Paul Braq.   I thoroughly approve of this museum’s 
selection of representative starships.  

As I contemplated man’s mighty technological attain-
ments as documented in this museum of technology 
located in the world’s second eternal city, I was once 
again tempted to posit, “what if.” What would the 
Mercedes-Benz product line-up be like today if the 
board of directors in Stuttgart had decided to acquire 
Brabus rather than AMG back in 1990. While both 
illustrious tuners managed to extract prodigious num-
bers of ponies from a given engine displacement, 
Brabus tended to put more decision-making in the 
hands of the driver as opposed to the on-board com-
puters. With Brabus as the performance standard-
bearer might the silver star front runner today have an 
extra pedal and two less paddles? Ah well, be that as it 
may.  

The blue waters of the Bosphorus join the Mediter-
ranean and the Black Sea, while separating Europe 
from Asia. Constantinople sits athwart this cross-
roads and has the fabulous cultural and political 
heritage which its geographic location rendered in-
evitable. A couple of weeks back I found myself in 
this mighty city at the vortex. Of course it is de 
rigueur to visit the architectural shrines of old 
Byzantium and of the successor conquerors of Asia 
Minor. Furthermore, it is interesting to study the 
quirks of history and to contemplate what the world 
would be like today if the Crimean War had turned 
out differently in 1856, and if Constantinople was 
now a Greek city. Ah well, be that as it may.  

The highlight of my visit to Constantinople was a 
day spent at the M. Rahmi Koc Museum of Technol-
ogy. At this institution are assembled a treasure 
trove of objects documenting man’s ingenious ef-
forts to harness the potential energy sources of the 
natural environment from wind and water power to 
nuclear fission. Of course, for me the internal com-
bustion engine holds the greatest attraction. This 
museum’s collection includes everything from mas-
sive marine Diesel engines as big as a house to thim-
ble size gasoline motors suitable for powering a 
model airplane. Here, in a historic machine shop in 
the shadow of the soaring arches of the Hagia 
Sophia and the minarets of the Blue Mosque, I was 
in my element.  

There are four Mercedes-Benz automobiles in the 
collection of the museum of technology. They are a 
1940 170V cabriolet, a 1966 200c Finback, a 1970 
280SL Pagoda and a 2001 C55 Brabus. From a me-
chanical perspective these motorcars neatly define 
three distinct epochs in the application of the inter-
nal combustion engine to the provision of private 
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STAY COOL! 

10% OFF A/C Special 
All Parts and Labor on ANY A/C Service 

 
Offer expires 1/31/14. Not valid on previous charges or purchases. Coupon must be present at 
time order is written. Coupons not valid on any specials or discounts. All prices plus applicable 

sales tax. 

Super Polish $69.99 (regular $89.99) 
 

Super Polish includes soft cloth wash, plus vacuum inte-
rior, clean widows, dress tires and apply wax protection 

with our state-of-the-art cloth polishing machine. 
 

Mercedes-Benz Service Teams 
- Direct Lines - 

LaDonna Staton ~Orange Team Manager ~ (757) 251-2078 
Marie Tominich ~ Gray Team Manager ~ (757) 251-2010 

Delano Bowens ~ Green Team Manager ~ (757) 251-2079 
Andy Trowbridge ~ Blue Team Manager ~ (757) 251-2011 

Brett Whitney ~ Sprinter/Gold Team Manager ~ (757) 251-1256 
 

       Come check out our newly renovated Service and Sales Facilities! 
Call for Appointment 251.APPT (2778) 

**Lease Special $699/36 month** 
*Based on approved credit, $5,407 due at signing, based on a 10,000 mile per year. 
Tax, tags, license fees not included.  Add must be present, see Sales Manager for Details. 
 

2712 Magruder Boulevard 
Hampton, Virginia 23666 
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Virginia Section MBCA Officers 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT 
Bobby Ross 

3005 Egyptian Lane 
Virginia Beach, VA  23456 

757 291-8550 
 bobross@cox.net 

 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

Don LaBar 
1274 Christian Court 

Virginia Beach  23464 
757 620-6772 

dlabar3@verizon.net 
 

SECRETARY 
Brandy Wynn 

3419 Virginia Beach Blvd 
Virginia Beach, VA 23452 

admin@wynnesguntravel.com 
 

TREASURER 
Jim Freeh 

633 Centerville Turnpike S 
Chesapeake, VA  23322 

757-482-1401 
jfreeh9999@aol.com 

 
DIRECTORS 

 
Past President 
Don LaBar 757-620-6772 
Jim Villers 757 481-6398 
Pat Evans 757 238-2824 
Kitty Zaugg   757 548-9596  
 
 

COMMITTEES 
Membership Windsor Brabsom 
Marketing       Kitty Zaugg 
 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Jim Villers 

3133 Inlet Road 
Virginia Beach  23454 

757 481-6398 
190SLJim@cox.net 

 
 

Eastern Regional Director 
William Hopper 
202-363-4189 

wwrestoration@att.net 

 
Oral Thomas …….........Norfolk 
Maxine Turner-Williams ……..  
……………....… Chesapeake 
 
 
 
Welcome! It is always our 
pleasure to meet new 
members.  We encourage you 
to attend one of our Virginia 
Section events. 
 
 
 
 
 
Multiple Section Membership 
Available 
The MBCA National Business 
Office is setup so that it is  
possible for members to have 
membership in an additional 
section or sections.  The 
membership cost is $15 per 
additional section.  Members 
will receive newsletters from 
addit ional sections and 
membership in the additional 
section(s) must run concurrent 
with the member’s existing 
membership expiration date.  
To take advantage of this new 
benefit contact the National 
Business Office at the address 
and phone number to the right. 
 
MBCA Discount Car Rentals 
MBCA membership can save 
you money on car rentals via 

Avis and Hertz discounts.  To 
obtain your discount use 
MBCA code T686500 for Avis 
at (800) 331-1212 or MBCA 
code CDP1230354 for Hertz at 
(800 654-2200.  Discounts and 
special rates are available in 
the U.S and Canada only.  
 
 
 
Newsletter Ideas 
Appreciated 
Anyone having information or 
articles that might be of interest 
to the membership should 
contact Jim Villers at 757 481-
6398 or by E-mail at 
190SLJim@cox.net. 
 
 

 

 

Membership questions? 
Gift memberships? 
Address change? 

Want to join MBCA? 
Renewing? 

 
All the above and more can be 

done at www.mbca.org 
 

Don’t want to use the web? 
Don’t have a computer? 

 
Call 800-637-2360 

 
Mailing address: 

 
MBCA 

1907 LeLaray Street 
Colorado Springs, CO 80909 

 
Please do not send 
address changes to 
Das Stern Blatt 
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Virginia Section Discount Club 

Ten Percent on Parts & Labor 
 
Mercedes-Benz of Virginia Beach  
Discount on total parts andl abor charges.                         
parts and labor charges.    
See our ad in this issue.  
757 499-3771 
 
Tysinger Mercedes-Benz – Hampton, Virginia 
Discounts are limited to the first $250 of TOTAL 
parts and labor charges. SENIOR CITIZENS RECEIVE 
AN UNLIMITED 10% DISCOUNT.   
See our ad in this issue.  
757 865-8000 
 
 

Ten Percent on Labor Only 
  

European Autowerks, Inc – Virginia Beach, Virginia 
Discount limited to first $200 with MBCA card 
Chuck Cesil & Gary Wheeler  757 490-7471 
     
Auto Haus – Yorktown, Virginia 
See our ad in this issue 757 898-7121 
 

Ten Percent on Parts Only 
 
Larry’s Import Center - Virginia Beach, Virginia 
See our ad in this issue.                                 757 422-3295 

  

Advertise Your Business Here in Das Stern Blatt  
For advertising questions and rates contact: 

 

Marketing Director - Kitty Zaugg 757-548-9596 
 

Printing by House of Printing,Virginia Beach, 757 368-5200 

Jim Villers completed his 1967 911 Porsche just in time 
for the Tidewater Region AACA Wing and Wheels Car 
Show at the Virginia Beach Airport Museum.  He won a 
First Place in Class. 

Trading Post 
Members are invited to submit Trading Post ads 
at no charge.  Send all personal ads to Jim 
Villers. 
 
 

For Sale - a set of four 15" Mercedes 8-
hole wheels from a 1994 E420.  They will 
fit many 1984-1995 models and would be a 
great way to modernize the look of your 
80's Mercedes.  Asking $200 for the 
set.  Contact Don LaBar at 757-620-6772 
 
 
Advertising in the Das Stern Blatt does not imply 
approval or sanction of products or services by 
the Virginia Section, MBCA, its members, or 
MBUSA.Das Stern Blatt is the official newsletter 
of the Virginia Section of the Mercedes-Benz 
Club America, Inc.  Publication is bi-monthly.  
Copyright © 2007 by the Virginia Section, MBCA. 
Articles may be reprinted in newsletters for 
members of MBCA, giving credit. Other  use 
without written permission is prohibited. 
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